The Mekong Delta has a
736-km long coastline, representin
23% of ths country’s length an
360,000-km~ of exclusive economic
zone, so it performs a very
important role in the development
of marine economy and national
defense.

The marine economy combines
‘losely economic activities onshore
and alongshore. The Mekong Delta’s
coastal area (MDCA) includes towns
and districts bordered by 7 prov-
inces of Tién Giang, B&n Tre, Séc
Triang, Ca Mau, Bac Liéu and Kién
Giang.

The comparative advantage of
the MDCA is a long coastline and
many large islands and islets in the
Gulf of Thailand and adjacent to
ASEAN countries such as Thailand,
Malaysia, Singapore,... These areas
have abundant marine resources
with large fishing grounds, huge re-
serves of fish and shrimp (about 1.8-
2.1 million tonnes), 480,000 ha of
large tidal zone, including 300,000
ha for developing fisheries, 50 is-
lands such as Phu Quée, Thé Chu,
Hén Khoai, Hon Tre.., 25 river
mouths along with a network of big
rivers which is useful for sea trans-
port, numerous beautiful beaches,
landscapes and relics for tourism,

areas with deposits of silt, strength-
ening protective forests near river
mouths, and preserving sources of
forests and wild animals...In adi-
tion, the Mekong Delta coastal area
also possesses a large reserve of
lime (in Ha Tién - Kién Luong) and
potential area for rice growing.

The area’s population is esti-
mated at 8.5 people in 1993, ac-
counting for 53% of the Mekong
Delta’s residents. Rural areas are
the main location for over two-
thirds of alongshore population. The
workforce makes up 50% of the
coastal residents and is engaged in
agriculture and fisheries. The tech-
nical workers and managers are
short and cannot yet meet the local
requirement for development.

Over the past years, the MDCA’s
economy has made significant pro-
gress. The area’s. GDP reached
VNDB17,887 billion, or 50% of the
Mekong Delta’s GDP, but per capita
GDP US$192 lower than the Delta’s
average. So the coastal area is not
thriving and has not yet tapped its
potentials.

The coastal area’s economic:
structure is purely agricultural and
backward. The GDP percentage of
agro-forestiy-fishery sectors is 63%
of the area’s figure, the industry and
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construction sectors
make up a ratio lower

than the Delta’s aver-
age (20%) and the coun-
try = (19.65%). The

marine economy’s con-

tribution is still too
' low, many sectors are
not available or under-

developed.

, Agro-forestry-fishe
ry is a major sector of
the MDCA, accounting

for 53% of the Delta’s

' GDP in this sector, in
which  the farming
takes a better part, fol-

lowed by the fishery.

: Rice is a principal
plant, the status of
monoculture is prevail-

salted flooded forests for extending

by Dr. Phudng Ngoc Thachj¢, many plants of

igh values are not cul-
tivated.

The fishery is a key sector in the
MDCA’s economy. In 1995 the sec-
tor exploited and raised some
550,000 tonnes of marine products,
accounting for 90% of the Delta’s
output and 45% of the national out-
put, but its growth has not matched
up with the area’s potentials.

The coastal area’s industry is
still in the embryonic stage. The in-
dustries of processing marine prod-
ucts, building and repairing ships
are small and poor, the coastal in-
dustrial park and export processing
zones have not been built.

The MDCA’s services represent
23% of its GDP, far lower than the
national percentage (41.65%), the
export turnover 62% of the Delta’s
earnings. Its major exports include
sea products and rice. Marine serv-
ices have not been promoted such as
sea transport, tourism...

The area’s infrastructure, espe-
cially ~communications network,
power and water supply, postal and
telecommunications service, is in
poor condition. The system of water-
way, an advantage of the coastal
area, has been worsened, not been
dredged and upgraded. The electric-
ity has been transmitted to most
towns and districts, but only 50% of
remote villages have been electri-
fied. The fresh water has not been
exploited for production and the
people’s life. Many localities are
short of fresh water,

The MDCA’s cultural and social
life has a lot of restriction, the per-
centages of pupils and skilled work-
ers are too low. The ratio of doctor
is 2.1 to 10,000 people. The social
issues have not been thoroughly set-
tled, the unemployed and the poor



still makes up big percentages. The
nourishing and sanitary conditions
are not ensured, the ratio of chil-
dren suffering from severe malnutri-
tion is still high. The environment
in some places is polluted, unclean
water is still widely used.

From the MDCA’s poor socio-eco-
nomic infrastructures and untapped
potentials, the development direc-
tion is to intensify its marine econ-
omy. The area’s advantages in this
field are rather plentiful. But in re-
cent years the area has not made
the best use of these advantages. As
a result, to develop the MDCA’s sea
economy will be a means of industri-
alizing and modernizing this area in
particular or the country on the
whole.

The target is to secure the
coastal area a growth rate higher

‘than the Delta’s average and re-

structure its economy in the direc-
tion of combining  economic
development with defense and secu-
rity.
The following are some fields to
focus efforts on:

1. Improvement of catching and
breeding marine products:

- The area shall tap its poten-
tials and favorable position to speed
up growth rate of exploiting and
breeding marine products and make
its production thrive sustainably.

- The area shall strengthen its
distant  offshore fishing, limit
coastal exploitation, give priority to
investment in fishing infrastruec-
tures and facilities and enhance the
breeding of sea products alongshore,
at the islands and tidal zones.

9. Construction and development
of sea communications and trans-
port:

The sea transport sector shall
build Kién Luong sea port with a ca-
pacity of 3-4 million tonnes/year, Ca
Mau port 1,5 million tonnes/year,
and upgrade ports of Ndm Can, Bai
Ngii, Dai An and My Tho.

In addition the sector shall set

up a seagoing fleet to travel to AS-
EAN countries with a capacity of
10,000 tonnes and 1,000-tonne
barges running on Tién and Héu
Rivers.

3. Developing coastal tourism:

The ecological system of salted
flooded forests including Niam Cin
forest is an abundant tourist re-
source of the Mekong Delta with an
area of about 300,000 ha, ranking
third in the world after Brazil and
Philippines. In addition, offshore is-
lands, such as Pht Quéc, can be also
attractive to tourists. Phu Qudc, the

country’s biggest island, with an
area of 660,000 ha, has a wildlife
preserve and  many beautiful
beaches. Similarly, Thé Chu, an
southeastern island from Phi Quoc
posseses a picturesque plant cover
and beaches.

With the above advantages,
coastal tourism should be developed
into an important sector of the area.

4. Establishing factories to build
and repair ships:

The demand for ship repair and
building of coastal provinces in the
Mekong Delta is increasing. To
meet this demand, the factories for
ship repair and building shall be es-
tablished. Ship building companies
in the southern and northern focal
economic areas should be paid at-
tention to when the area maps out
the investment plans to develop its
ship building sector. Based on this,
investments should be concentrated
on providing services of repairing
15,000-tonne ships and building
6,000-tonne ships.

5. Building IPs, EPZs and sea
economic centers

Most of the Mekong Delta’s

coastal provinces planned to build 1-
3 IPs, including coastal IPs such as
Kién Luong, Bac Liéu, Dai Ngii and
Pai An, sea economic centers such
as Ca Mau, Pht Quéc. These centers
will concentrate their resources on
boosting trade, export, tourism,
processing industry.

However to make the coastal
area’s plans come true is a very dif-
ficult task to develop the entire
delta. But once its potentials are
tapped, the area should contribute
significantly to the Delta’s wealth®

EDR 19





