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many conditions favorable for economic development,
especially for industrial production. Its industrial output
represents some 31% of national indus-

The main source of pollutants is smoke from factories
using FO fuel for their machines. The Thi Pidc Power
Plant consumes over 350,000 tonnes of fuel and releases
around 4.27 million cubic meters of smoke every year. The
smoke including various hazardous chemicals such as SOg,
NO2, CO, S0s, etc. covers large areas and pollutes the
environment seriously. The Southern Steel Factory re-
leases from 3,000 to 4,000 tonnes of dust every year. In
district 6, 8, 11, ete. various glass, aluminium, cast iron
furnaces are also sources of pollutants. People living in
surrounding areas have to suffer from many respiratory
diseases. We can list here a lot of factories that release
pollutants of 6 to 8 times of permitted levels. The following
table shows the number of polluters in HCMC (1995):
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The flow of foreign direct invest-

ment coming to HCMC is steady. In the first seven months
of 1995, it increased by 1.5 times compared with 1994 and
3.2 times compared with 1991. Up to now, there are 420
foreign investment projects with total capital of US$5.5
billion. The size of an average project becomes larger with
bigger investment. In fact, foreign investment has been
of great benefit to HCMC in creating new jobs, supplying
more goods for domestic consumption and export, intro-
ducing new managerial skills and industrial prac-
tices...However, because of our low starting point, poor
infrastructure, low levels of managerial skill and technol-
ogy, so in the period between 1990 and 1995, we received
mainly technologies exported by NICs. These technologies
are imperfect, consume a lot of fuel and raw materials and
release pollutants. For example, the Wi-wong joint ven-
ture producing seasoning with obsolete machines and
equipment in Héc Mén. Similarly, the Nha Bé Steel
Factory has polluted the air with smoke from its chim-
neys. Up to now, there is no document referring to the
pollution of the environment caused by foreign-invested
Jjoint ventures. Because of the profit motive, most tech-
nologies and machines transferred to Vietnam are obso-
lete and harmful to the environment.

This table shows that the main polluters are manu-
facturing and handicraft concerns representing 65.4% of
surveyed concerns.

The HCMC Commission on the Environment carried
out in 1993 a survey of air pollution in certain locations
in HCMC caused by smoke from factories. The result is
presented in the following table:

Polluting | Tan Son | Thii Pic | District 3 | Permitted
factors Nhit level
S0z 0.55 0.7 0.030 |0.4mg/m®
NOz 0.18 0.14 . 0.065 |0.19mg/m®
Dust 1.20 1.30 0.350  |0.35mg/m®

In 1995, the result will be very different because the
manufacturing industry has developed remarkably in
HCMC since 1993, so the level of pollution will be more
serious.

We have recently carried out a survey of 61 plastic
factories in HCMC and learned that most of them had
polluted the environment. The following table is result of
the survey:
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per and aluminium to rubber, glass, ce- Total 13.1 37.7 2,8 24.6 8.3 59 13.8

ramic, clothing, paper, processed food,

leather, etc. Over 500 factories in inner city, 200 other
factories in suburbs and thousands of small industrial
family businesses scattered over inner city areas have
caused a lot of worries fer local authorities. The HCMC
People’s Committee has made a list of polluting factories.
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Manufacturing concerns have polluted the environ-
ment at different levels and this matter should be solved
as soon as possible, because according to estimation, Hé
Chi Minh City will be the most polluted city in Vietnam
in 2000w





