The Spring Festival held
annually in TAy Ninh is the
first traditional one in a
year. In this province,
there is hardly a month
without a festival because
local residents are of differ-
ent ethnic groups and be-
lievers of various religions
(the most influential one of
them is the Caodaism).

The Spring Festival
on Ba Mount is usually held
some 10 days before the
Té&t Festival, but this year,
it was held on the second
day of Tét Festival and led
to a boom in Tay Ninh tour-
ism business.

In previous years, the
Spring Festival is organ-
ized by private persons
who paid some fees to local
authorities. In this year,
the Tay Ninh Tourism
Company undertook the
task with a view to starting
a new plan to develop the
tourism business of the
province.

Generally, Tay Ninh
could be considered as a
tourismagnetic area in the
Eastern South. In future,
when the Trans - Asian
route is opened through
Tay Ninh, the provincial
tourism business will have
a golden opportunity to de-
velop. In Tay Ninh, there
are many beautiful land-
scapes (Ba Pen Mount, Diu
Tiéng Lake...) and cultural
buildings (Caodaism Holy
See, Nui Cau Pagoda...) and
many resistance bases in
Hoa Thanh and Tan Bién
districts which were well
preserved. These will be a
basis for the development
of the cultural tourism.

In fact, the problem of
development of Tay Ninh
tourism has been taken
into consideration in the
first years after the Libera-
tion Day, but for many rea-
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ven't been taken. One of
the main reasons for this is
that the Tay Ninh Tourism
Company hasn’t found out
tourism products of its own
characteristics in order to
attract tourists. In 1995,
the local government real-
ized this problem and de-
cided to help the Tay Ninh
Tourism Company develop

its business. Therefore the
Spring Festival in 1996
was approved by the public
opinion due to the following
factors:

- Many attractive sites
were open to tourists

- The infrastructure
and other services were im-
proved: water and electric-
ity supplies, health care,
sécurity and social order,
hygienic conditions, pro-
grams of entertainment
full of traditional charac-
teristics.

- Roads from Tay Ninh
Town to Ba Mount were
improved and a lot of public
conveyances were fully op-
erational. |

In the first quarter of
1996, the number of tour-
ists coming to T4y Ninh
increased remarkably in
comparison with previous

years. The Tay Ninh Tour-

isrn Company has invested
in ‘many works: repairing

‘Dién Ba cave, upgrading

road to Gié Cave, repairing
Kim Quang Cave and
Phuée Trung Pagoda. New
. accomodations have also
- been built. These sites have
attracted tourists from
both home and abroad.
.In 1996, there is a
plan to improve the infra-
structure and rehabilitate

- the town (building stadium,

parks; planting trees, and
removing flea markets
from sidewalks...). All his-
torical remains in Tay
Ninh will be also rehabili-
tated (Boi Loi resistance
base, Dugng Minh Chau
war zone, headquarters of
the Southern Front...)
Generally, TAy Ninh
has a lot of resources for
developing the tourism
business, especially ethnic-
cultural-rural tourism.
However, there must be an
appropriate program to de-
velop these resources along
with tourism facilities in
order to attract tourists.
We hope that this program
will be carried out in the
coming years as Ssuccess-
fully as the Spring Festival
program in 1996 ®
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