SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE
UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMICS IN THE
FIRST YEAR AFTER ITS ESTABLISHMENT
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search and International Coopera-
tion Office

The University of Economics
(UE) within the Vietnam National
University-HCMC is a multidiscipli-
nary institute in the South. The EU
always pays attention to the task of
carrying out scientific researches
and combining them with economic
activity besides the task of giving
training courses in economics. In
the open economy, the UE has also
tried to expand its cooperative rela-
tions with foreign institutes with a
view to improving its training pro-
grams and quality of its staff.

The following are main achieve-
ments in the field of scientific re-
search and international
cooperation of the UE.

I. SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

1. Objectives of the EU’s researches
and production activity

- To carry out scientific re-
searches in order to innovate the
system of curricula and textbooks,
and supply more reference materi-
als.

- To improve knowledge and re-
searching skills of the teaching staff
with a view to enhancing the qual-
ity of training process.

- To help with solving socio-eco-
nomic problems arising from the
economic reform.

- To help companies solve diffi-
culties in improving their perform-
ance.

- To cooperate with foreign coun-
terparts on research projects with a
view to gaining access to new
sources of information, methods and
financial support.

2, Achlevements In scientific research

a. Scientific researches serving
the Government’s policy making
process

This was one of main tasks of
the UE’s research operation last
year. Results of scientific researches
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carried out by the UE last year were
of great service to the Party and
Government in their policy-making
process. The UE mobilized most of
its lecturers to undertake, or take
part in, major research projects or-
dered by the Government.

Last year, besides the Project
KX-03-21C  “Economic-Managerial
and Organizational Measures to De-
velop Commercial Farming and
Change the Economic Structure in
the South” which was appreciated
by the Ministry of Science-Technol-
ogy and Environment, the UE was
assigned by the Central Theoretics
Council (a department under the
Politburo) a project on “Vietnamese
Capitalist in the Industrialization in
a Multi-seetor Economy with Social-
ist Orientation”. This project was
undertaken by a group of re-
searchers headed by Prof Nguyén
Thanh Tuyén, Rector of the UE,

The UE’s researches contribut-
ing to the Government research pro-
jects were recognized to be profound
enough to reflect potentials and
characteristics of the South.

b. Researches into theoretical
problems of management

These researches are carried out
according to requirements of govern-
ment ministries or the UE itself
These researches are usually com-
pleted within one year or two.

Carrying out researches to order
placed by ministries is always con-
sidered as one of main and regular
tasks of the UE staff. All researches
carried out last year have helped to
solved many problems arising from
the socio-economic development in
HCMC and southern provinces,
have helped regulators improve
their supervision and contributed a
lot to studying and training process.

Completing perfectly and on
time all researches ordered by min-
istries has justified the ability of the
UE staff to combine theories and
practices, and the position of the
UE in society.

In the school year 1996-1997,
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the UE undertook 15 projects prc
posed by ministries and 30 project
by the UE. Six projects at ministe
rial level and all 30 projects ordere
by the UE were completed last yea
to the satisfaction of clients.

c. Researches on problems aris
ing from economic activity

The UE has contracted to carr
out researches with many compa
nies and organizations. In recen
years, the amount of contracted re
searches has increased and man:
researches were appreciated by cli
ents, such as the research project o;
“Application of information technol
ogy to the process of selecting ant
making plans for socio-economic de
velopment in HCMC” carried ou
under the direction of Dr. L& Vi
Phi.

In carrying out these researches
the UE staff-especially young lec
tures-have chances to put their skil
and knowledge into practice and t
have a good look at realities of eco
nomic development.

d. Scientific researches and the
task of innovating training pro
grams and compiling new textbooks

To produce new textbooks anc
reference materials is one of mair
objectives of the UE’s scientific re:
searches. Last year, the UE leader
ship assigned its staff to compile o1
translate textbooks, especially a sys:
tem of standard courses for both the
first and second stages of study in
all branches, gave financial support
to compilers and translators and
had the UE Scientific Council per-
fect and evaluate these courses and
textbooks. The following are results
of this activity last year:

- The course “Macro-Economics’
was completed and used as official
courses in the UE and other univer-
sities within the Vietnam National
University-HCM with the formal
approval of the President.

- Many courses were used as
main textbooks after being evalu-
ated by the Scientific Council.

- All faculties had their systems
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! e. Researches carried out by stu-
‘ents
| To encourage students to do re-
{ earches has been one of teaching
| aethods applied in the UE for
| ears, and this became one policy
{ dopted by the UE leadership last
_ear. The Association of Students
nd Youth League have helped the
| JE leadership mobilize students to
ake part in this activity in order to:
| - Help students get accustomed
| 0 reseaching methods and enhance
[ juality of their graduation essays.
- - Provide students with chances
‘0 assist their teachers in doing re-
| tearches.
|| - Encourage students, especially
jeniors and juniors, to carry out re-
searches independently while mak-
ng their graduation essays or doing
‘esearches to order placed by com-
anies. :

Last year, many researches done
)y students were sent to science
:ompetitions organized by HCMC
yovernment, HCMC Youth League
ind the Ministry of Education. In
1996, three students of the UE won
awards given by the Minister of
Education for their researches.

At present, all students, espe-
sially seniors, are competing for
prizes for scientific research given
by the Ministry of Education in the
school year 1996-1997.

f Researches done by the UE
study and service centers

Many study and service centers
established by the UE have carried
put researches or supplied services
on contracts with clients. These cen-
ters have mobilized a lot of profes-
sors and students to take part in
research activity, and become a
bridge between the UE and local or
foreign economic concerns.

In information service, the UE
has published Phdt Trién Kinh T&
Magazine in both Vietnamese and
English in order to publicize studies
made by its staff and supply infor-
mation needed for studying and
teaching activities.

il. ACHIEVEMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

1. Forms and contents of International
cooperation In the UE

a. The protocols of educational
cooperation

The UE has had chances to coop-
erate with foreign institutes within
the framework of protocols ex-
changed by Vietnam and foreign
governments by:

- Organizing training projects fi-

nanced by foreign partners: Many
projects of this kind were carried
out in the UE last year such as Ful-
bright-Vietnam, SAV, UOE-ISS,
UOE-AUPLF-UREF, and UOE-
CFVG. Projects of this kind ob-
tained a lot of approval and
produced good results because they
enabled many students and profes-
sors to take part in them.

- Sending delegates abroad to
make studies of foreign teaching
and organizing methods.

- Exchanging students and pro-
fessors with foreign universities:
This is the best way to help the UE
staff to make studies for postgradu-
ate degrees. Many foreign students
and professors (from the US, Bel-
gium...) have come to make studies
at the UE.

. b. Bilateral Cooperation between
the UE and foreign universities

Due to the open policy, the UE
has been able to expand the bilat-
eral cooperation with foreign univer-
sities by:

- Organizing training projects in
cooperation with foreign partners
(the project to give Master course in
business aministration in coopera-
tion with the Quebec University for
example).

- Having professors make studies
abroad with scholarship given by
foreign universities.

- Hosting many groups of foreign
researchers.

- Cooperating with foreign insti-
tutes to organize seminars and
workshops.

- Exchanging information, refer-
ence and library materials.

- Carrying out research projects
in cooperation with foreign universi-
ties, such as the project on Vietnam-
ese economy financed by the
Australian Government and directed
by the ANU.

2. Achlevements

a. Impact of international coop-
eration on scientific research

In the UE, those two activities
really interact with each other. The
international cooperation offers the
UE staff a lot of chances to commu-
nicate with foreign counterparts and
to gain access to modern scientific
knowledge.

Through international coopera-
tion, the UE research activity pro-
duced good results last year and
contributed a lot to the perfection of
the UE training programs.

b. Improvement in the quality of
teaching staff

In the past ten years when Viet-
nam shifted to the market economy,

the source of knowledge from the
former USSR and Eastern European
bloc proved to be of little avail, the
international cooperation has helped
the UE to find out new chances to
improve the quality of its staff. In
the school year 1996-1997, around
20% of its staff was sent abroad to
make short-term studies or to do
postgraduate courses at foreign uni-
versities. Thus, the international co-
operation not only helps to improve
the quality of the UE teaching staff
but also provides a basis for the de-
velopment strategy of the UE.

c. Source of facilities for study
and new technology

In the last year, through interna-
tional cooperation, the UE received
a lot of financial support from for-
eign institutes in the form of facili-
ties for study  (computers,
audiovisual aids, etc.) Moreover,
many modern methods of teaching
and studying were introduced to the
UE by foreign universities.
1li. CONCLUSION

In the last year, the UE inher-
ited achievements obtained by its
unit members in the past 20 years
and made new developments under
the direction of the UE leadership.
However, there are many problems
must be dealt with in order to im-
prove the research and interna-
tional cooperation activities in the
coming years. These problems are
as follows:

- To make the best use of exist-
ing resources to develop scientific
research and international coopera-
tion.

- To improve the quality of re-
searches done by the UE staff: this
is the most important factor that
determines the position of the UE
in society.

- To give financial support to re-
searchers with a view to removing
imbalances between them and lec-
turers.

- To beef up study and service
centers, especially well-managed
centers, because they provide the
UE with an advantage in estab-
lishing relations with economic con-
cerns.

- To expand more aggressively
the international cooperation in or-
der to absorb new training and
managing methods and improve the
research ability of the teaching
staff.

To make the best use of all op-
portunities is the right way to de-
velop the TUE research and
international cooperation activities
in the futurem
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