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dustry in the Mekong Delta

means industrialization and
modernization of agriculture. The
Delta will 1emain poor and purely ag-
ricultural if no big investment is put
in the development of the manufac-
turing and service scetors. In rural
areas in particular, a series of prob-
fems must be solved simultancously:
new policies on investment and pro-
duction, infrastructure development,
waining human resource, marketing
campaigns, ete.

To accelerate the change in the
structure of industry in the Delta, I
suggest here some measures.

(1) Generating sources of capital

National and provincial budgets
could be used for building infrastruc-
ture and paying price support. It’s
necessary Lo make reasonable invest-
ment in irrigation svstem. road net-
work, power supply. sducation and
neaith care. scientific research and
iecnnoiogy wransier and mechanize-
zion of agricuitural production.

21 Developing markes

The demand for agricultural ma-
reriale s diverse and changeable.
Suppliers of these matenals should
enhance thewr ability e predict the
market demand in order w work out
suitable plans to produce and import
necessary goods.

Necessary [lacilities, such as
pumping stations, power supply sta-
tions, leed and fertilizer processing
concerns, quarantine offices, ete.,
should be built in all districts and
they could operate based on contracts
exchanged with farmers. Financiai
support from local governments is
useful when necessary.

Local authorities must enhance
sheir ability te predict prospective
changes in the market, and supply
information about market demand
for: taste and prices of farm products

Changing the structure of in-

“0 DeasAntE Snrough mass media lr
addition.. tnev nad oetier work oul

straregies to expand marksis for lo-
cal farm products because this atfor:
i~ usuaily bevend reacn of peasants.
v3t Developing rural manutaciur-
g and service sectors

Te assist the agriculiural produc-
uorn: directly, it's necessary woom-

crease the supply of new strains of
crops and animals. fertilizers and
chemicals used for protecting crops.
and low-interest bank loans.

As for the <development of the
manufacturing sector, it's useful o
develop handicrafts and light indus-
tries, especially ones that could be
exported, at family and cooperative
levels. For the time being, farm prod-
uct processing concerns of small
scale could be developed as satellites
for larger ones in industrial parks
and big cities.

The service sector could include

trading, repairing of farm machines,
information and advisory services.

The most important measure is Lo
adopt policies 10 encourage the pri-
vate sector Lo invest their time and
money in this effort because local
authorities could not engage directly
in this vrocess. Their main task is to
ieveigp the inirastructure baseq oL
grant-in-alg, loreign aic 4nd contrl-
sution irom local residenis

‘4 Dissermnating “echnical at-
TANC

Seientific and technica. dcnmeve
ments sutable o rural Areds mire-
juced v Vietnamese researchers
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must e apphed broadly in suitable
scopes and at suitable levels. and at
the same time tull attention must be
vaid te foreign achievements.

To achieve this aim, theve must
be a program w develop the numan
resource. For the time being, it's nec-
essary to alter the mechanism for re-
cruiting  students  for  technical
schools and faculties of agriculture in
which scholarship and job opportuni-
ties arve offered to excellent students,
Besides full-time courses in universi-
ties and colieges. short-term and
sandwich courses could be given at
farms. cooperatives or agricuitural
extension offices in order to transler
practical techniques diréctly o peas-
ANLS.

(5) Reorganizing the agricultural
production

This elfort aims at ‘connecting
aroduction with distribution and hu-
man resource. rural areas with cities
as sources of technical assistance in
Jrder vo improve the product quality.
and the= public and private sectors in
srder 1o saw and allocare eflectiveiy
all resources nesaed for rural devei
spment. ®
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