THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PHAT TRIEN KINH TE MAGAZINE

TRUTHFUL OPINIONS AND
BRILLIANT FLOWER BASKETS

Notes of the meeting cnmmgmnratinn the 5th anniversary of
the Phat Trien Kinh Té magazine

It’s a solemn and friendly meet-
ing with the presence of many guests
of honor. They have spent the Satur-
day evening (Nov.4,1995) which is
usually used for relaxation, on attend-
ing this meeting. These guests came
from the Ministry of Education and
Training, the Prime Minister’s Office,
Education Research Institute, Viet-
nam Teacher Trade Union, other uni-
versities (University of Finance and
Accounting, Center of Banking Re-
search, HCMC Branch of the Na-
tional Institute of Politics), from
other magazines (Kinh t& va Du bdo,
Nguti Lao BPdng, My nghé Kim Hoan,
Thai bdo kinh t& Saigon, etc.) or from
various businesses having relation-
ship with the PTKT magazine.

In addition, the presence of the
HUE leadership, from the dean, vice-
deans, Secretary of Party Committee
of HUE, Chairperson of Trade Union,
secretary of HCM Youth League, to
Chairperson of the Student Associa-
tion, heads of faculties and depart-
ments of the HUE; and some retired
professors, showed that there was
considerable concern for the develop-
ment of the PTKT magazine, and
their presence made PTKT personnel
feel highly honored.

Needless to say, there must be a
lot of guests who have the closest
relation with the magazine. They are
contributors who are lecturers, pro-
fessors, and researchers of the HUE
or other universities and institutes.
They comprised the decisive factor of
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the magazine’s quality.

After short formalities which in-
clude reading congratulatory letters
from the Minister of Education and
Training (carried in last issue) and
local authorities (in this issue); and

presenting achievements of the
PTKT in the past five years, the most
impressive part of the meeting was
the presentation of guests’ opinions
about the magazine.

These opinions were of every-
thing about the magazine, from its
layout to methods of issuing and mar-
keting it. But the better part of these
opinions were about its contents and
prospects.

These opinions showed that in
the past five years, there were many
shortcomings in the contents of the
magazine. The shortcomings were in
truth what the PTKT personnel most
wanted to hear.

Generally, both readers and con-
tributors have had great expectations
for this magazine, because it’s a sci-
entific one, and was published by an
important university and research or-
ganization of the South and of the
country as well.

There is always a topic for each
issue, but many topics have been dis-
cussed too generally on the magazine.
Many problems existing in reality
haven’t been mentioned seriously.
This was the opinion of Prof, Trin
Dinh Bit who wanted that unsolved
problems in Vietnam socio-economic
life should be discussed and solutions

should be found out. In order to do
this, the magazine should have the
ability to gather many scientists and
economists round its editorial staff in
order to discuss the problems and
present them on the magazine.

Ngb Ngoc Bitu, a lawyer, thought
that many topics discussed in past
issues should be studied more pro-
foundly from all aspects (finance,
banking, law, education, etc.)

Presenting a more detailed
analysis, Prof. Vin Thai said that the
magazine has only mentioned general
problems and informed of policies of
the Government and the Party in-
stead of discussing controversial
problems existing in the reality,
therefore readers had the impression
that the magazine avoided mention-
ing them, that is, the magazine was
rather conformed.

Prof.Dr. Nguyén Anh Hoai and
Dr. Hé Htu Nhut shared this opinian
and said that the fighting spirit of the
magazine should te enhanced, that
the magazine should be bold enough
to discuss controversial problems and
suggest feasible solutions to the Gov-
ernment. These speakers thought
that, after all, a magazine of a univer-
sity should be considered as a re-
search institute who was responsible
for finding out solutions to real prob-
lems before anyone else.

Trdn Té Ti, an active contribu-
tor, hoped that the editorial staff
would be stricter with contributions.
They should allow no articles of me-



Hé Chi Minh City, Nov. 1, 1995,

From: Pham Chénh Truc

Chairman of the HCMC People Council’s
e To: The Phdt trién Kinh té magazine

In the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the
Phé4t trién Kinh t& magazine (1990 - 1995), speak-
ing for the HCMC People’s Council, I would like ‘o
offer my congratulations to your guests of honor and
the PTKT personnel.

Due to urgent business on Nov. 4, 1995, I will
be absent in your meeting. I thank you for the
invitation and wish the magazine and its personnel
health and success in doing business and contrib-
uting to economic development of the country and
our city.

With regards.
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Hd Chi Minh City, Nov. 3, 1995.

From: Truong Tan Sang

Chairman of HCMC People’s Committee

To: The Phdt trién Kinh i€ magazine

Attention: Mr. Editor-in-chief and Maga-
zine’s personnel

Receiving your letter of invitation to the cele-
bration of the Magazine’s 5th anniversary, I was
very sorry to say that my business would keep me
from being present at your celebration. On this
occasion, however, speaking for the HCMC People’s
Committee, I would like to offer you, the editorial
staff and personnel my warmest congratulations.

In the past five years, all of you have done to
the best of your ability to overcome all difficulties,
make the Magazine newer and more useful to
theoretical researches and practical activities, con-
tribute to building new mechanism for economic
management and developing the socio-economic
life of the country and our city as well. In the eyes
of readers, your magazine is a serious scientific
magazine. I feel very happy about your achieve-
ments in the past.

I hope that in the coming years, all of you will
heighten past success, improve the quality of your
magazine and contribute more to the renovation
process of the country and our city.

With best regards,

-

dium or low quality to be carried on
the magazine, that is they mustn’t
forget the role of a scientific maga-
zine.

In addition, many opinions were
presented with a view to improving
the quality of the magazine: opening
new columns, informing about theo-
retical researches and international
workshops carried out in the HUE,
paying attention to various factories
and localities in order to find new
readers, ete.

Working with poor facilities,
having only a small readership and
being considered as a part of an im-
portant research institute, the PTKT
personnel felt worried because they
knew their ability was very limited.
However, besides the worry, they also

felt assured, because they knew that
all their efforts were supported and
assisted by their readers and con-
tributors. With such assistance and
support, they believed that they
would complete assigned tasks.

The PTKT personnel felt more
worried again when they heard Mr,
Dean of the university giving his
speech. Prof. Pao Céng Tién con-
nected the development of the PTKT
with the renovation of the HUE cur-
ricula and researching activities. He
hoped that the PTKT would be a
forum for economic researches of all
economists aiming at solving real
problems in the Vietnam economy
and contributing to the HUE teaching
and researching activities.

Prof. Tién instructed that the

magazine should keep this direction,
satisfy the readers’ need for knowl-
edge, grasp the reality more closely,
and at the same time, keep the orien-
tation set forth by the Government
and the Party, in order to contribute
to the national renovation process.

Looking back on its five years of
development, the PTKT personnel
could feel confident because the
magazine has had a position in the
press business and attracted some
foreign readers, but they also fclt
worried kecause they knew their
tasks were very difficult. The PTKT
personnel had many reasons to be-
lieve that they would complete the
tasks, but above all, they believed
there were a lot of helping hands
ready to give to them®
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