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esolution of the

VCP Central ex-

ecutive Commit-
tee of the 8" term affirms
that Vietnam should “per-
fect the law system on the
protection for intellectual
property and encourage-
ment to technology trans-
fer.. encourage the public
to engage in scientific re-
search, technical innova-
tions, inventions and
applications of scientific
advances to production
and daily life,.. and take
measures to discover and
prevent production and
distribution of fake goods.”

In addition, Vietnam,
on its way to WTO, has to
carry out reforms and per-
fect regulations on protec-
tion for the intellectual
property agcording to the
WTO standards.

As everybody knows,
establishing and beefing
up full and effective protec-
tion for the intellectual
property is a requirement
posed by the international
integration and industri-
alization process. Transi-
tion to the knowledge-
based economy also forces
Vietnam to meet require-
ments about this issue. To
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e this aim,
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suggest here some peti-
tions.

Firstly, the Govern-
ment, to stimulate produc-
tive forces, should take ac-
tion to struggle against the
production of fake goods
and punish severely acts of
imitating and exploiting il-
legally fruits of creative la-
bor.

Foreign realities in re-
cent decades show that
certain economies have
based their development
on the production of low-
quality goods. To a certain
extent, such a strategy also
brought about some bene-

fits. For example, it al-

lowed the production some
consumer goods when fac-
ing the shortage of capital
and at the same time com-
peted against producers of
high-quality goods for a
niche in the market.
Taking a long view on
all aspects, however, we
could see that the produc-
tion of fake goods con-
tained many dangers and
bad effects (it first of all
produces commercial
frands and makes them
more serious; secondly, it
kills creative efforts at
home and discourages in-
vestors from abroad, thus
damaging interests of con-
SUMers and the society as a
whole, including pr
of fake goods, ete.) Moreo-
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ver, the globalization
trend and the tendency to
emphasize the intellectual
property rights will not al-
low an economy to choose
the production of fake
goods as its starting stage.
That is why Vietnamese
Government considers it
as a factor that causes
harm for the industrializa-
tion and modernization.

The production of fake
goods also has close rela-
tions with the crime of
stealing intellectual prop-
erty. Therefore the strug-
gle against fake goods
must be supported by laws
that protect intellectual
property rights and punish
properly acts of imitating,
copying and using illegally
objects of industrial prop-
erty.

Secondly, the Govern-
ment should adopt policies
to encourage investment in
new technology and inno-
vations. The encourage-
ment is not limited to
spiritual ones, it must en-
sure legal basis material-
ized in rules and regula-
tions that allow investors
could benefit from the
fruits of their labor.

It is a principle essen-
tial to the development of
the protection for indus-
trial property. Before the
rm, the en-
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innovations and inven-
tions was usually in form
of spiritual rewards or
benefits. When the market
mechanism was adopted,
the Government became
aware of the necessity and
meaning of the new
mechanism in which fi-
nancial benefits from ap-
plication of scientific ad-
vances and inventions
serve as a basis and moti-
vation for creative works.
This mechanism doesn’t
treat spiritual reward as a
decisive factor of the crea-
tive activities. It even
proves that creative activi-
ties will reduce or be elimi-
nated if they only obtain
spiritual rewards. The new
mechanism works on the
principle that the financial
benefit is used for covering
expenses on the inventions
and investing in new
achievements.

Thirdly, both benefits
for creators and the whole
society must be ensured. In
other words, interests of
the community and owners
of creative works must be
balanced.

Generally, all mecha-
nisms must aim at serving
the development of society.
That is why the good of the
community must be always
taken consideration

Protection for interests of

Lo

reantnre H T ™
creators sometimes 15 en



sured at the others’ ex-
pense, therefore the State
always pays full attention
to the good of the commu-
nity when making laws on
the industrial property
rights. To achieve this
aim, beneficiaries of new
achievements seem always
to meet certain require-
ments, that is, to exchange
some interests with the so-
ciety.

Fourthly, besides pro-
tection for the intellectual
property, measures to pre-
vent abuse of these rights
are also much needed. It
seems that the abuse of
protection of the intellec-
tual property always leads

Lo the use of these rights as
an instrument for limiting
creative efforts by others,
exerting pressure on devel-
oping countries and pre-
venting them from achiev-
ing targets of social
welfare. Threats to use
sanctions against failures
to protect the intellectual
property in the past dec-
ade show that the global
protection for the intellec-
tual property contains
many traps developing
countries should be aware
of and deal with.

Fifthly, development of
the protection for indus-
trial property should first
serve the socioeconomic
development so it must be
suitable to both current

conditions of a country and
its international integra-
tion. In recent years, ef-
forts to protect the intel-
lectual  property, and
industrial property in par-
ticular, have made good
progress worldwide. Con-
ditions in Vietnam haven’t
allowed it to establish
overnight a system for pro-
tecting the industrial prop-
erty of international stan-
dards. The development of
such a system requires
time and must be a gradual
procest in which each step
is based on needs and abil-
ity of the government bef-
ore a system of interna-
tional standard could be

established.

Sixthly, the adminis-
trative machinery must be
reform with a view to en-
couraging creative efforts
and helping all sectors and
classes to contribute more
energy to the economic
growth.

The State controls the
development by using laws
and policies to facilitate
fair competition and im-
prove social benefits and
refrains itself from inter-
vening into economic ac-
tivities, thereby allowing
all individuals and organi-
zations to reach their full
potentials.

Companies of all sec-
tors play a decisive role in
the technical and scientific

development on the way to
the knowledge-based econ-
omy. The law system must
aim at creating a level
playing field, struggling
against monopoly and al-
lowing companies to de-
velop their creative auton-
omy to the full. In the
public sector today, per-
sonal responsibility is not
made clear. Nobody bears
responsibility for losses
and mistakes. This situa-
tion will not occur if pri-
vate companies are in
charge.

Productive forces of all
classes must be liberated
as suggested by VCP reso-
lutions. At present, per-

sons of authority are still
confused about relations

between  the  market
mechanism and the State
control because the Gov-
ernment wants to orient
the market economy to-
wards the socialism. The
most important task today
is to develop productive
forces, so the relations of
production must be made
suitable and useful to the
development of productive
forces. Everybody must
have right to do business
and getting rich must be
encouraged. As for the
State, it had better limit
itself in redistributing
wealth and income, im-
proving social benefits, en-

suring social equality and
protecting the underdogs.

Seventhly, scientific
and technological ability of
the country must be beefed
up and policies suggested
by the Resolution 2 of the
VCP Central Executive
Committee must be carries
out. These pelicies are as
follows:

- looking for, develop-
ing and employing the tal-
ent,

- creating conditions
for the scientific circle to
apply new advances and
ensuring democracy in sci-
entific researches,

- ensuring the fair com-
petition between compa-

nies by cutting all subsi-
dies while keeping on give
incentives to development
of high technologies,

- increasing investment
in R&D to 2% of the GDP
and risk investment, and

- developing techno-
logical parks faster and
paying more attentien to
the information technol-
ogy.
Eighthly, the adminis-
trative reform must be ac-
celerated in order to per-
fect the legal
infrastructure for creative
efforts and development of
business. If the adminis-
trative machinery can't
support the production, it
must keep itself from be-
coming an obstacle. ®
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