After listening to the report
made by Prof. Dr.Du L6 Giang, Sec-
cetary of the VCP Party Committee
of HUE, on the realization of party
committee task since the seventh
congress (December 1994) and its di-
rection in the eighth term (1996-
2000); and the report of Dr.LAm Quéc
Diing, Secretary of the VCP party
committee of HUP, on the party com-
mittee’s task realiza-
tion, Mr.Dé gave the =
following questions: . R

1. How is the MLW W BAD

quality of graduates

in comparison with m"

their counterparts in
other nations, and in
comparison between
theory and practice?

2. Is the supply-
demand relation in
equilibrium or in
disequilibrium? Could was {
graduates get jobs af- * oo
ter graduation? oard

3. Is self-funding *'*
possible in universi- 110
ties? Could education
supplying service
bring in a profit?

And Mr. B
wanted Prof.Dao
Cong Tién, the Rec-
tor of the HUE, an-
swer these questions.

As for the first
question, Mr.Dao
thought that the qual-
ity of students gradu-
ated from short-term
and on-the-job train-
ing courses was
rather low, because
their basic knowledge
and learning spirit
were poor.

As for students
of full-time education, both in gradu-
ate and undergraduate schools, their
quality showed an upward tendency.
This could be seen by many facts:
Most graduates could find jobs after
graduation and could do their jobs
well; seniors who were sent abroad to
study didn’t feel inferior to foreign
students. The quality of these stu-
dents resulted from their basic
knowledge and learning spirit were
higher than those of above-men-
tioned students.

In the past, students had to
spent a lot of time on studying theo-
ries, now they had chances to put
theories into practice. Besides the
full-time education they received
from universities, many students
have learned foreign languages, infor-
.matics, etc. Many students have had
personal computers. Undergraduates
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could grasp the realities better than
their older generations.

As for the second question, Mr.
Pao said that he didn't know exactly
how many graduates from other uni-
versities could (or couldn’t) find job
after graduation, but in the HUL,
students from many faculties such as
business management, foreign trade,
tourism, finance, banking, account-

ing... could find jobs rather easily. If

they didn’t have a job just after gradu-
ation, it was because they waited for
the most appropriate jobs.

As for the third question, the
Rector suggested that the current tui-
tion fees should be raised. The cur-
rent annual tuition didn’t excced
VND1 million, whereas in Australia
for example it was US$6,000 a year.
This figure was even higher in other
countries.

The tuition could be raised rea-
sonably, but in case of poor students
or students from revolutionary fami-
lies, they could be reduced. Only with
abundant funds the quality and scale
of education could be improved and
met requirements of the economic
development.

Mr. Pé had shared these opin-
ions with the Rector and said that all

universities should pay a lot of atten-
tion to improving the quality of edu-
cation process. We have won the war
against invasion, but in developing
the economy, the victory would de-
pend on the quality of the education
process. In order to improve the edu-
cation quality, we should analyze the
economic aspect of the education and
put appropriate investments in edu-
ik _ cation. The invest-
S RErI L ment in education
~ should be consid-
. ered as the strat-
egy of top priority,
the strategy of
strategies if we
didn’t want to fall
behind other coun-
tries.

The Govern-
ment and the
Party are carrying
out the plan to in-
dustrialize and
modernize the
economy. The re-
alization of this
plan depends to-
tally on the quality
of education proc-
ess. Thus, we can
say that the task of
developing the
country depends on
the Ministry of
Education and
Training, and all
universities for
training an army of
qualified and dedi-
cated experts.

Universities
should suggest new
policies and lines
with scientific
bases to the Gov-
ernment and the
Party about this problem. In the com-
ing conference of universities’ party
committees, this problem should be
discussed minutely, suggestions about
the documents of the Eighth National
Congress of the VCP should be made,
especially on the strategy for indus-
trialization and modernization of all
activities, from relations of produc-
tion, infrastructure, capital, to the
relation between economy and na-
tional defense...

At the end of the conference, the
VCP General Secretary estimated
that in recent years, activities of
HUE, and its party committee, had
been renovated successfully, they
were open but well-managed. This
was the right way of carrying out
one’s tasks ®
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