After years of war and
isolation, Vietnam has no
aspiration other than in-
ternational environment
favorable for reconstruct-
ing the country and build-
ing a happy and equitable
society. This need becomes
more urgent when the gap
between Vietnam and sur-
rounding countries who
benefited from a more fa-
vorable condition for devel-
opment seems larger. So,
bridging the gap is one of
leading targets of Vietnam
diplomatic activities.
In a world where in-
. ter-dependence is on the
increase, Vietnam wants to
carry out an open, diversi-
fied and multilateralized
foreign policy. In realizing
this policy, priority is given
to the regional co-operation
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at three levels: with coun-
tries bordering Vietnam,
with Southeast Asian and
furthermore, with Asia-Pa-

" cific countries. This doesn’t

mean we limit ourselves to
the region, on the contrary,
we will try our best to de-
velop good relationship
with all countries and in-
ternational organizations.

Giving priority to re-
gional co-operation, we
fully realized that the re-
gion was an environment
affecting directly our sta-
bility. and development.
Moreover, Southeast Asia,
and Asia-Pacific region as
a whole, is one of the most
dynamically and stably de-
veloped region in the
world.

Just because of this,
we have paid a lot of atten-
tion to improving the diplo-
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matic relations with re-
gional countries and our ef-
forts have recently borne
fruit:

Firstly, the relation-
ship between Vietnam and
regional countries has
changed from a position of
confrontation to a position
of co-operation. This is a
turning point in the history
of the relationship between
Vietnam and regional coun-
tries because in 50 years
after the Second World
War, the relationship was
rather strained, to say the
least. I don’t want to talk
about reasons for this con-
frontation but I want to em-
phasize the fact that it is
unfamiliar to the Vietnam-
ese people who always pay
a great regard for relation-
ship with surrounding
countries.

Secondly, hundreds of
government-level  agree-
ments between Vietnam
and regional = countries
have been signed in order
to create legal environment
favorable for lasting co-op-
eration in many. areas.

Thirdly, business and
investment relations be-
tween Vietnam and re-
gional countries have de-
veloped from almost noth-
ingness into matters of
great importance to both
parties.

Until now, however,

this relationship is main
a bilateral one, whereas
the world-wide trend 1

" wards globalization and 1

gionalization, multilate:
relations become incre:
ingly importance. The:
fore, Vietnam is working
promote multilateral co-(
eration at world and regi
levels, especially co-ope!
tion with ASEAN as a |
gional organizatien.
_After many researcl
and discussions, ASE/
and Vietnam reached 1
conclusion that it’s hi
time Vietnam stopped
ing an observer and star'
becoming an affiliate me
ber. |
What benefits can |
expect from joining
EAN? What are Vietna:
responsibilities to ¢
rounding countries ¢
other ASEAN memb
What are the next step
First of all, T wani
emphasize on the fact t
Vietnam’s membershiy
ASEAN will be of g
benefit to Vietnam and
EAN and Asia-Pacific cc
tries as well. It’s not a
incidence that Vietna
membership of ASE
was supported by inte:
tional community. Tt
are many reasons for tl
Firstly, Vietne
joining ASEAN is a turz
point in the history of ¥



tionship between Vietnam
and ASEAN ' countries.
This will be of great benefit
to the stability and devel-
opment not only of Viet-
nam and ASEAN countries,
but also of Southeast Asia
and Asia-Pacific as well. I
think that all countries will
satisfy with this.
Secondly, Vietnam
and ASEAN economies
could help one another to
bring properity to each na-
tion and the region as
. whole. Until now, ASEAN
countries make up about
15% of investment in Viet-
nam and about 30% of Vi-
etnam’s total trade turn-
over. This co-operation will
i certainly expand when Vi-
~ etnam joins ASEAN.
Thirdly, businessper-
- sons all over the world con-
sider the Southeast Asia as
-a market of great potential,
Vietnam, with its popula-
tion of over 70 million, its
~ renovation process and its
' prospect. of an ASEAN
member, could increase the
' region’s  attraction for
' those who want to co-oper-
ate with ASEAN countries.
- This will bring benefits to
[ Vietnam, ASEAN and all
| partners.
; The said three reasons
-+ could verify that all coun-
tries will gain advantages
~ from Vietnam’s joining AS-
| EAN. ‘
| As for Vietnam’s re-
sponsibilities to surround-
ing countries and ASEAN
members, Vietnam, as an

ASEAN member, will cer-
tainly fulfil its obligations,
contribute to the co-opera-
tion of the region in main-
taining peace and develop-
ment, At the same time,
Vietnam will push ahead
with its diversified foreign
policy, or in other words,
Vietnam keeps on being
friend with all countries in
the world in the struggle
for peace and development.

As for our next step,
once Vietnam becomes an
ASEAN member, its co-op-
eration with other mem-
bers will show us what
need to be done, and we
will carry them out in ap-
propriate ways,

One of important
problems is that when and
how could Vietnam .soon
join AFTA? Joining AS-
EAN, it’s reasonable for Vi-
etnam to join AFTA. How-
ever, there is a great differ-
ence in level of develop-
ment bhetween Vietnam
and other ASEAN coun-
tries. The market mecha-
nism which is taking shape
in Vietnam has come into
existence for a long time in
other members ASEAN,
Moreover, all ASEAN
members have joined

GATT (now' the World

Trade Organization) and

suffered no discrimination |

in international trade rela-
tion whereas Vietnam
hasn’t been a member of
WTO and couldn’t form
equal trade relationship
with some countries. These

differences will take Viet-
nam a long time to join
AFTA. '

But how long does it
take and what should Viet- -

nam do during the transi-
tion? Perhaps we need
some time for experts of
Vietnam and ASEAN coun-

. tries to study and work out

the best solution to the
problem. To my knowledge,
all ASEAN countries share
this opinion.

We can say that, how-
ever, there is not much dif-
ference between Vietnam
taxation and CEPT of
AFTA if we know that over
57% of Vietnam imports
paid tax rates from 0% to
5%, 23% paid from 6% to
20% rates and only about
20% of imports paid over-
20% rates. _

In addition, at the re-

gion and and the world lev-
els, Vietnam will join
APEC at the apriopriate
time, because Vietnam is a
nation in the Asia-Pacific
region and its economy is
closely related to this re-
gion. Vietnam has also
made an application for
WTO membership and is
making all needed prepara-
tions for this.

In short, besides ex-
panding bilateral co-opera-
tion, Vietnam is trying to
integrate into multilateral
co-operation at three lev-
els: in the Southeast Asia,
Asia-Pacific and the world.

Such a policy, in my
opinion, is suitable to com-
mon trend in the world and
could make our co-opera-
tion with other countries
more favorable ®

(This is a speech of Mr. Vice Minister delived
at Vietnam Economic Forum held in HCMC

from April 6 to 8, 1995)
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