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1.Higher education of
Southeast Asian coun-
tries in the context of

globalization
Higher education of the
world in general and of
Southeast Asia in particu-
lar is facing increasing dif-
ficulties when entering the
21*' century — a century of
knowledge-based economy
with sharp challenges of
globalization. :
In the globalized econ-
omy, each country, each or-
ganization or each individ-
ual is building its future
“relying on universities and
colleges. In order to en-
hance higher education
role, each school has to
change or adjust their
structure, objectives, mis-
sions, methods, contents
and training curricula in
order to meet the flexibil-
ity required by the market
and increasing demand of
society. It is clear that the
higher education of each
country has change to

meet future demand.

When changing, uni-
versities have to face with
following challenges:

- Socialization of higher
education, removal of fron-
tier: Globalization de-
mands for integration. The
integration helps deal with
international or global is-
sues, and leads to indis-
pensable international
competition on the other
hand. Scope of university
can not be self — contained,
but need to be conducted in
a far and wide vision on in-
ternational interaction
and cooperation.

- Setting up interdisci-
plinary curricula to meet
the demand for flexible
education: Learners, espe-
cially those of postgradu-
ate programs, want to

‘have more inter-related

curricula and fully absorb
teacher’s knowledge and
experiences so that they

could apply their knowl-

edge into reality faster.
This  trend  becomes
stronger when most stu-
dents want to understand

the whole problem, not
part of it.

- Building a qualified
teaching and researching
staff:  Developing  the
teaching staff quantita-
tively and qualitatively is a
matter of life and death to
the development of higher
education today.

In developing coun-
tries, building a qualified
teaching staff is facing the
conflict between the in-
creasing number of stu-
dents, and the demand for
more time for scientific re-
search and improvement
in the living standard of
the teaching staff.

Integration and ex-
panding international co-
operation require faculty
member to participate in
teaching not only at do-
mestic schools but also at
foreign ones as visiting
scholars.

- Changes in supply-
demand relation in the la-
bor market: The

knowledge-based economy.
under impact of globaliza-
tion and integration, has

created sudden change in
the labor market. And the
fact that this market is not
limited in a country or a
region have affected to
structure of occupations.
Innovation of training
technology, transferring
credits, lifetime study are
posed not only for each
specific organization,
school but for the whole so-
ciety as well.

Above issues are con-
sidered as basic ines of
higher education in the
context of international in-
tegration and globaliza-
tion. '

2. Higher education of

Vietnam: issues raised

2.1. Situation

During its development
process, the higher educa-
tion of Vietnam has faced
some difficulties which
limited its quality and effi-
ciency, such as:

- Network of universi-
ties and colleges in the
country is irrational.

- “Socialization” policy
of higher education is cor-




i
|
I
|
|

rect [socialization means
allowing all classes to en-
gage in the field in ques-
tion]. But it does not mean
that socialization must be
carried out without bases,
without taking into ac-
count of correlation of
socio-economic factors,
that is, without ensuring
necessary factors of the
higher education.

- Structure of faculties,
subjects, and curricula is
still inadequate, inflexible,
and does not meet various
demands of the market.

Training objectives
have already changed. De-
mand for labor has also
changed. But changes in
the education service to-
day, especially expertise
issues in certain bodies,
seem slower than the mar-
ket demand with the result
that the education service
fails to
knowledge, practical skills
and professional skills.

- There is a conflict be-
tween increases in the
number of students and
education quality

- Both teaching and ad-
ministrative staff of many
universities are still not
adequate.

2.2. Further reform in
the higher education for
integration and develop-
ment

To make universities
and colleges solid founda-
tion for each nation, each

supply updated

organization and
individual in the future, we
suggest the followings:

+ How to make univer-
sities (in both developing
and developed countries)
stand firm on their feet in
the severely competitive
environment for integra-
tion and development?

+ What universities
have to do to fulfill the
above-mentioned require-
ments?

Before going into de-
tails, we mneed to go
through some features the
higher education of the re-
gion in general and of Viet-
nam in particular has to
take into account, they are:

- Keener and keener
competition: Universities
and colleges are facing
competition from‘many di-
rections: domestic univer-
sities (including private
ones) or from foreign uni-
versities or both.

- Severe decrease in
government financial sup-
port: Government budget
allocation for higher edu-
cation severely decreases
as the education socializa-
tion starts. In some coun-
tries, the decrease mainly
caused by two changes in
perception:

+ Education is not
longer a public interest,
but private one.

+ Budget for education
is not an investment but
an expense.

- Government interven-
tion through development
policies are more wide-
spread.

- Learner's rights in-
crease.

Having to pay increas-
ing tuition fee, students
and the society as well
have strated requiring
higher quality of training.

- There are more im-
pacts of IT and communi-
cations on universities. At
the moment, universities
that want to survive and
have committed on high

quality and updated
knowledge have to think of
computerization and

broader use of the Inter-
net.

Therefore, the higher
education in the region in
general and in Vietnam in
particular should work out
effective solutions for their
development. We want to
present here two groups of
solutions: at national level
and university one.

a. Solutions at national
level:

- At the national level,
it is needed to have poli-
cies which strengthen gov-
ernment role of control
and supervision, and allow
more autonomy and re-
sponsibility for universi-
ties.

- Socialization of the
higher education must be
accelerated, thereby at-
tracting more capital to
this service. The govern-
ment could focus more on
managing universities by
law.

- International coopera-

tion in education must be

encouraged. The domestic
market must be open to
foreign universities (in-
country-training form) in
order to create the envi-
ronment for fair competi-
tion.

b. Solution at univer-
sity level: -

We think that in-the
coming years, universities
in the region should have
closer cooperation in:

- Assisting one another
in developing new curric-
ula. :

- Exchanging students
and staff.

- Exchanging necessary
information.

- Helping the teaching
staff take part in interna-
tional research programs.

- Giving financial sup-
port to universities facing
difficulties in order to help
them integrate into re-
gional higher education
community.

Besides, each univer-
sity has to improve itself
for further development in
the severe competition.
Therefore, in each period,
in order to fulfill its mis-
sion, each university has to
focus on the following is-
sues:

- Often renovating cur-
ricula and considering
them as the key factor in
current period. .

- Renovating training
technology, linking train-
ing with scientific re-
search, applying training
and research outcome into

reality.

- Focusing on training
and retraining faculty
members.

- Improving and ex-
panding international co-
operation.

- Investing more in fa-
cilities and advanced tech-
nology for training and sci-
entific research.

Entering the 21% cen-
tury, the higher education
needs a new vision. The
HCMC University of Eco-
nomics — a big university
in Vietnam - is also well
aware of our responsibility
and position in training
and scientific research.

In order to develop the
university, we are trying
our best to improve our-
selves for one thing, and
for another, we really need
assistance from other uni-
versities in the region
which the workshop held
by Chengkung University,
Taiwan today and the
chance of interaction be-
tween universities during
the workshop 1;.3 an exam-
ple. We do hope we will re-
ceive more assistance from
you and on our side, we
will do our best to become
your trustworthy partner
in Vietnam.®
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