ast development
Fusually leads to
damage to the
environment, poorer liv-
ing condition and wider

gap between rich and
poor. That is why sus-

tainable development
has become the highest
aim for all countries and

a global trend in the

past two decades.

1. On the
sustainability of eco-
nomic growth in
HCMC in the past few
years

HCMC is the most
active economic center
in Vietnam. Its growth
rate rose from 7.4% in
2001 to 12.2% in 2007
The average growth
rate in the years
2000-05 was 11% com-
pared with 10.2% in
1986-95 and 10.4% in
1996-2000. Its high
growth rates encour-
aged other provinces to
develop faster and con-
tributed remarkably to
the mnational growth
rate, but it has to face
some serious problems
with its way to the sus-
tainable development.

a. Traffic congestion

At present, the traf-
fic congestion has been
a nightmare for resi-
dents and investors as
well. According to the
HCMC Service of Com-
munication and Public
Works, the traffic con-
gestion costs the HCMC
economy some 14,000
billion a year equaling
some 50% of the HCMC
budget income in 2006,

14 EDR

or damage caused by the
bird flu in 2005 or the
cost of the irrigation
system for the Mekong
Delta in 2006-2010, not
to mention other conse-
quences, such as various
diseases and mental
disorder caused by this
problem, that couldn’t
be estimated exactly.

Tran Quang Phugng,
Director of the HCMC
Service of Communica-
tion and Public Works
says that up to August
2007, the number of ve-
hicles registered in
HCMC  topped the
3.5-million mark and
90% of them were mo-
torbikes, not including
some 700,000 motor-
bikes and 60,000 cars
registered in  other
provinces and some two
million bicycles in use
in HCMC.

The most basic and
profound cause of the
traffic congestion is
slow development of
roads and bridges. This
city also suffered conse-
quences of many years
of urbanization without

town planning that left

vast areas in suburbs
with small density of
roads. Big investments
have been put in public
works but many of them
have been carried out
very slowly. There is al-
most no measures to
control and sanction
slow construction of
many works, such as the
project to improve the
environmental  condi-
tion along the Nhiéu
Loc- Thi Nghe Canal.

@

Other projects to build
or enlarge roads also
make the traffic conges-
tion more serious.

When the number of.
vehicles rises fast, there
is no program to build
new parking lots. In
2000, the number of ve-
hicles was only about
2,000,000 and it rose to
3.5 million in 2007.
There are some 35,000
motorbikes and 2,500
cars registered every
month. Within some
years, HCMC will be
flooded with personal
vehicles and local resi-
dents will have to pay
penalty for the lack of
town planning and right
policies on construction.
People have to leave
their motorbikes on
sidewalks and their cars
on roads, which causes
more congestion.

b. Poor drainage sys-
tem

This system is caus-
ing sufferings for both
people at home and
those who are on the
roads. Rains make wa-
ter spring from sewers.
Flow tide also push wa-
ter up to roads. Dealing
with  this  problem
seems beyond reach of
HCMC authorities.
Over 60% of HCMC
area is below the flow
tide level. At present,
the highest level of wa-
ter at the flow of the
tide reaches 1.44 me-
ters; 4cm higher than
the level registered in
previous years. This
worrying situation leads
to more pollution in the
near future.

by DO PHU TRAN TINH

According to reports
by the HCMC Service of
Communication and
Public Works, there are
78 sites regularly and
seriously affected by the
flow tide and rain, not
to mention other new
sites in suburbs. It’s
worth noting that many
construction works in
the inner city in the
past few months caused
damage to drains and
made this area flooded
during rains.

Four ODA-financed
projects to deal with
flood are carried out at a
very slow rate although
the Director of the
HCMC Service of Com-
munication and Public
Works has said that
these projects would get
rid of all floods in
HCMC by the end of
2007. According to the
plan, these projects are
completed in 2005 or
2006 but the project to
deal with the Nhiéu
Loc- Thi Nghe Canal in
order to save districts 1;
3; Binh Thanh; Phi
Nhuidn and Téan Binh
from flood only finished
32% of its work, and the
project to upgrade ca-
nals Tau Hu, Bén Nghé,
Té and Doi, to save dis-
tricts 1; 5; 6; and 10 has
just completed 37% of
its workload.

c. Ecosystem, treat-
ment of waste and water
supply

Pollution is the big-
gest challenge to big cit-
ies in the South,
especially HCMC where
industrial  production
has developed in an un-



ruly manner for nearly
three decades. Chim-
neys of factories emit
some 578 tonnes of dust;
78 tonnes of SO2 and 84
tonnes of CO2 into the
air every year. Around
industrial concerns,
density of dust and level

of mnoise have long
passed the allowed
level. Besides dust,

there are many toxic
substances in the air,
such as SO2 , CO, NH3,
H2S; and poisonous
gases containing lead,
cadmium, antimony,
etc. Besides industrial
production, high density
of personal vehicles and
heavy traffic also pol-
lute the air severely.
According to statis-
tics gathered by HCMC
People’s Committee and
Management Board of
VIE1702 Project, there
are some 800 factories
and plants and over
30,000 small-size manu-
facturing concerns situ-
ated in  residential

. areas; and 260 out of

them are causing pollu-
tion seriously. The main
source of pollutant is
their obsolete machines
and equipment. But
more importantly, most
company owners pay no
attention to environ-
mental issues and most
factories have no facili-
ties to treat waste and
effluent. And as a result,
water in all canals and
rivers, including under-
ground water, and the
air are polluted heavily.
According to the HCMC
Service of  Science,
Technology and Envi-
ronment, there are 10
industrial operations
that emit the most poi-
sonous gases into the

air, such as metal pro-
cessing and coating,
electric  transforming
station, fuel and gas,
thermoelectricity, in-
secticide, paper and
pulp, textile and dye,
footwear, leather, elec-
tronics, chemicals,
pharmaceuticals, car re-
pair, and waste from
hospitals. They are key
industries of HCMC and
they emit some 260
tonnes of waste every
day, and some 36 tonnes
of them are hazardous
waste that may cause
serious pollution if not
treated properly.

There are over 7,000
tonnes of waste every
day (6,000 tonnes from
households and 1,000
from industries) and
treatment of this vol-
ume cost some VND235
billion a year, along
with 250,000 cubic me-
ters of untreated efflu-
ent. Technology for
waste treatment is very
obsolete and 98% of
waste is buried. There
are five dumping
grounds in HCMC. The
Go Cat Ground is de-
sign to receive some 3.6
million tones of waste
but it was covered with
6 million tones in the
first half of 2007 and it
was closed now. Phuéc
Hiép and Da Phude
Grounds can handle
6,000 tonnes a day but
the volume of waste rise
to 6,800 tonnes per day
and is increasing by
10% or 15% every year.

There are hundreds
of canals, streams and
rivers in HCMC and
they receive over one
million cubic meters of
effluent from house-
holds and some 400,000

cubic meters from
industries. Some un-
treated 5,000 tonnes of
solid waste from house-
holds and seven tones of
waste from hospitals,
after being buried, keep
polluting sources of wa-
ter. The water pollution
is so serious that han-
dling this problem may
take some decades. It
has been on the agenda
for the HCMC People’s
Council but no solution
was worked out.

Untreated industrial
waste pollute rivers that
flow through HCMC
and Dbéng Nai while the
Déng Nai River is the
main source of water for
the HCMC Water Sup-
ply Company. This
sources is filled with or-
ganic and biologic pol-
lutants, and even oil
spilling from ships and
boats operating in Nha
Bé District. The water
pollution may damage
both public health and
economic growth.

d. Other social prob-
lems

- High cost of living
and price hike: Inflation
rate in Vietnam has
shown an upward ten-
dency in recent years;
8.3% in 2005 and 7.5%
in 2006. Rise in the CPI
is  estimated at a
two-digit figure and the
price hike gives no sign
of slowing down in spite
of efforts by the central
government. This situa-
tion leads to various
consequences in the

economy.
In HCMC, the price
hike continues, espe-

cially prices of essential
goods, creating a hard
time for the poor. The
gap between the rich

and the poor becomes
wider and inequalities
get clearer. According to
the HCMC Institute of
Economics, differences
in income of various
groups of residents are
large and show no sign
of decline. The average
income of the richest
20% is 11 times higher
than that of the poorest
20%.

- Strike by workers
become widespread and
complicated causing bad
effects on the socioeco-
nomic life and the busi-
ness climate. Some 50%
of the number of strike
takes place in HCMC.
For example 435 out of
987 strikes in Vietnam
in the years 1995-2005,
or 44.48%, took place in
HCMC. Up to June
2007, there were 1,281
strikes in Vietnam and
HCMC accounted for
552 cases (40.4%) Binh
Duong 279 cases
(21.8%) and DPdéng Nai
255 cases (19.9%).

In recent months,
strikes became more
frequent when the price
hike made the working
class find it difficult to
make ends meet with
the result that the dif-
ference between classes
in ability to benefit from
the economic growth be-
comes greater. The
quality of life of workers
in HCMC has declined
remarkably.

2. Some measures to
ensure a sustainable
development for
HCMC

a. On
growth

Authorities must pay
full attention, and give
top priority, to
eco-friendly and tech-
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nology-intensive indus-
tries; such as ones in
Quang Trung Software
Park, High-Tech Park
and Biotechnology Cen-
ter; and improve their
economic efficiency.

Pollution-causing
concerns must be moved
away from the inner
city; business license
shouldn’t be granted to
projects that fail to em-
ploy eco-friendly tech-
nologies; and strict con-
trol over import of
second-handed electron-
ics goods must be beefed
up to prevent flow of in-
dustrial waste from de-
veloped countries.

b. Development of
communications

Introduction of pub-
lic- service vehicles of
high capacity is a mat-
ter of great urgency.
Communication is only
one of variables of the
problem of city commu-
nication but authorities
are slow to identify and
deal with it timely.

Nine measures sug-
gested by HCMC lead-
ership, in my opinion,
are only shotgun solu-
tions. In the long run, I
think the HCMC gov-
ernment should develop
systems of communica-
tions, including:

- Accelerating the
building of the Tan Son
Nhit — Binh Logi belt
way.

- Building cross-cen-
ter roads, especially six
metro and monorail
lines.

- Building Long
Thanh - Diau Giay ex-
pressways to connect
HCMC:- with surround-
ing industrial parks in
order to reduce the traf-
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fic on national routes
crossing HCMC.

- Moving the Saigon
Railway Station away
from the inner city be-
cause trains running
across HCMC always
cause congestion from
time to time.

- Limiting the con-
struction of high office
buildings and apart-
ment houses in the in-
ner city and building
more tunnels and over-
passes.

- Traffic wardens
should be present at
crossroads and sites fre-
quently affected by con-
gestion. Schools and
hospitals could be
moved to suburbs. Many
services, trash collect-
ing or tree watering,
could be carried out at
night.

c. Satellite towns

There are plans to
build three new towns:
Thu Thiém, South Sai-
gon and Northwest Cu
Chi in order to meet the
demand for housing and
reduce the traffic con-
gestion. However, these
plans are carried out too
slowly. Until recently,
there have been projects
to develop land in both
the inner city and sub-
urbs, but they are scat-
tered because investors
selected sites by them-
selves instead of taking
part in projects devised
by authorities. Satellite
towns can help attract
both residents and fac-
tories to suburbs
thereby reducing popu-
lation density and traf-
fic congestion in the
inner city.

d. Social problems

At present, the best
way to alleviate the pov-

erty is to create more
jobs. To achieve this
aim, I suggest the fol-
lowing measures:

- Beefing up and en-
hancing vocational
training supplied to la-
borers and the poor, by
supplying free training
courses for example,
and encouraging all
classes to taking part in
this training service.

- Supplying low-in-
terest loans to help the
poor to start self-em-
ployed businesses, and
help producers of small
scale expand their busi-
nesses, thereby creating
more jobs. '

In short, to ensure a
sustainable develop-
ment, HCMC govern-
ment had  better
encourage all classes
and sectors to protect
the environment by
adopting bold policies to
support projects to de-
velop the human re-
source, infrastructure
for communications and
reduce poverty.®
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